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All My Love, Marjorie

Correspondence of Mr. and Mrs. Norton Baskin, 1943-1953

An important new acquisition for the Department of Special Collections

The George A. Smathers Libraries nearly doubled
the number of its letters of Pulitzer prize winning novelist
Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings with the recent purchase of cor-
respondence between her and her second husband, Norton
Baskin, The nearly 500 letters written by Rawlings join
more than 150 of her letters to Baskin already in Univer-
sity ownership, This collection augments the correspon-
dence between Rawlings and first husband Charles A.
Rawlings, Jr., described in the last issue of the Newsletter.
Marjorie Rawlings's letters to her two husbands comprise
the majority of the more than 1,100 letters written by her in
the Rawlings Papers,

Unlike the Marjorie/Charles Rawlings letters,
which were primarily written while the couple was still
courting, the Baskin letters were almost all written after he
and Rawlings were marmed in October, 1941, As true love
letters, the Marjonie/Charles Rawlings letters mostly track
the development of their relationship. While naturally
Marjorie frequently reiternted her love for Norton, the great-
est value of the Rawlings-Baskin letters is for tracking
Marjorie. So far as is known, Marjorie never kept a jour-
nil; thus, these candid letters constitute the most concen-
trated picture we have of her life over a long period of tme.
Although the Baskins were once apart for over a year, the
letters also document frequent though less lengthy periods
of separation. The letters cover the span of their marriage,
which ended with Marjorie’s death in December, 1933,

The longest period of separation was during
Morton's warlime service as an American Field Service am-
bulance driver on the India-Burma front o 19431944,
From his departure i July, 1943, to his return in October
of the following year, Marjorie wrote almost daily. Other
gxtended glimpses are from the summers of 1250 through
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1953, which she spent in upstate New York, while Noron
remained in 5L Augostine. Rawlings spent the winter of
1953 in Richmond, Virginia, pathering material for a pro-
jected biography of Ellen Glasgow, The Baskins were also
apart on numerous shorter occasions, some involving pro-
fessional, or family obligations, or during Marjorie's peri-
odic frips to her second home at Cross Creek, while living
at “The Cottage” at Crescent Beach.

The bulk of the letters were written within two
years of the publication of Crass Creed, many of them from
the Creck. To readers of the book, the letters from this pe-
riod will seem like o sequel. Marjorie moved between the
Creek and the cottage ot Crescent Beach. doing little other




traveling because of gasoling rationing. While ot the Creek,
she kept Norton up to date in o most ¢andid fashion on the
same cast of chamclers that readers came o know through
the pages of Croxs Creek. Her “perfeet maid” [della, hey
tenants the Mickens family, other Adrican American labor-
ers ul the Creck, her neighbors, the Basses and the Cilissons,
and other friends wre all prominent in the letters. Although
none of the people mentioned in Cross Creek, except for
Zelmn Cason, appeared to take offense at their portruyal in
the book, they might have been offended at what she was
writing to Norton. Bevond reporting the truly scandalous,
ond 1 times seemingly mean in her comments, Marjorie’s
natural medium seems to have been satire. Few opportuni-
ties 1o point out a friend’s foibles, or to poke fun were over-
looked, The special place in Marjorie's hell was reserved
for Zelmn, who had brought a libel suit agoimst her.

MNews of the suit and gossip about Zelma is a con-
tinuing topic of the letters. Marjorie’s barbs, however, were
not just Tor her encmies, or neighbors ot the Creek: Her
closest friends, Julin Scribner and Edith Pope. for example,
were aqually targets of criticism, when they visited a bt
too long. Edith’s custom of monopolizing the one bathroom
in Marjorie’s home was a big complant, especially when it
appearcd that she had spent one and one-half hours study-
ing a wildfower book there. In general, Edith, author of o
successful novel, Coleorton, seens to have been more fis-
tidious than was Marjorie; and miany of her ways secmed
pretentions o0 the parthicr Rawlings. (Edith Pope’s Papers
are alse in the Smathers Libraries.)

Jalia Seribner, daughter of publisher Chaorles
Svribner, was o much younger woman whom Marjorie re-
purded and lovied as il she were n doughter. She suffered
from severe migraine and other ailments. which Marjorie
regarded as newrotic symptoms, Generally Marjorie was
more sympathetic towards Julia than perhaps anyone clse.
but still her comments became noticeably more critical
during a long visit. as the two got more and mere on-each
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other’s nerves. Thie relationship was gerhaps almost destroyed
when on the next o last day of her visit, Julin narrowly es-
caped serions injury in one of Marjorie’s tany eulomobile
negidents. When Julia remonstrated aboul Marjonie’s drving,
particularly when she had been drnking, Marjorie ook seri-
ous umbrage and ignored Julin for several months, before for-
giving her.

Much of Marjorie’s time at Crescent Beach was
gpent with a heavy drinfang, bridge playing group with a
connection to Nortons Castle Warden Hotel, One of these
friends, Ruth Pickcring, along with another woman, died
in‘a fire at the Castle. This caused Marjorie great grief, as
well as guilt, since Ruth was in-a room scknowledged o be
i “firetrap.” Although the fnets surrounding the fire have
been known betore, Morjone's emotional reaction o 1t miy
not have been fully recognized. This sccident, along with
concern for Norton’s welfare, Zelma's suit, and general
wartime anxiety, surely ranks g3 one of the mujor events
depressing her attitude during this period.

Although Morton must have written Marjorie as
often as possible, fewer of his-letters are included m the
new acquisition. These few indicate acute observation of
the seene around him and a good siyle for normting evenis.
The shiarp, sensitive knife of the military censor, howewver,
defaced many of his letters:

Some other topics followed throughout the. leters melude:

Writing and readimg ~ Muorjorte recorded her progress,
or often lack of it, over-the nearly ten years that she
worked on her final book, The Sojourner; She was an
avid reader and kept Norton up to date on what she
was reading as well as sending him many books.
Marjorie read many of the “classics,” at this time; in-
cluding {#hvsses, which she initially praised, but |ater
she became lost in Joyce's stream of consciousness.
She was appalled a1 Rousseau’s immaorality and de-
pressed by Crime and Punishment. She also read many
best setlers and serious works of non-fiction.

Servant situation, vspecially ldella. — Marjorie was
dependent on household help. Her struggle to find and
keep a satisfactory maid and cook weas an omgoing or-
deal, Paramount was the effort 1o hold onto Idelln Parker,
who obviously offered a great deal of compamonship
as well as help. Idella entered and left Marjorie’s em-
ployment on several occasions, each departure being
seen as @ betrayal and involving inner conflict between
wianting her back or not.

o+ Civil rights. — Although not known as a civil rights.
activist, Rawlings expressed strong support for equal
rights, going so far as to write Norton that the war would
have been fought in vain, if blacks at home were kept
in their same oppressed condition. Much of her resolve,




i1s expressad in letiers to Norton, was inspleed by her friend-
ship with the black novelist and anthropelogist Zora Neale
Hurston.

Wartime activities — The létters show a view of what
the wartime was like not only for Marjorie, but also for
many Americans, Foremos: there was concern and
worry for loved ones in danger and for the progress of
the war. Although Norton was far away, the wiar must
have seemed very close when she reparted 1o him of
having found 4 sailor’s dog tags washed onto the beach
near her home. At home there were inconveéniences and
hardships from shortuges and rationing, There was ser-
vice. Marjorie at times expressed guilt for not making
greater wartitme participation. Still her letters show that
she did airerafl spotting, Red Cross volmtesr worl, and
responded to hundreds of servicemen, who wrote her
aftér reading her books in Armed Forces editions, She
was not-always o happy camper about wartime regula-
hon, eomplaining rather bitterly at imes, and expregs-
ing fear that # would continue gven after the war. Still
the amenities of life went on. Movies, books, bridge
and hunting, in addition to sating and drinking, were
her wsual diversions, wartime or not.

FPets — Marjoric loved children und animals, While she
had no children, she was never without pets. Few let-
ters to Norton were complete without a report on the
daily antics of the pets in residence, especially a pointer
nnmed Moe. She referred to them as family and truly
they were,

In her letters, Marjorie expressed the belief that her
enduring reputation might rest not on her Florida works,
but on her final novel, The Sojowrner Indeed her repuia-
tion might come to rest on nejther, but rather on her mas-
tery of the persenal letter. As factual, detailed resources,
they are the principal source for her biography, almost con-
stituting an autobiography. As literature, they are often
gems. Both bitter and sweet, they display a wide range of
emotion. Detailed observation, expert narrative skill, ex-
tended characterization, self-revelation, and humor are
among their qualitics. The addition of s0 many of Marjorie
Rawlmg's most personal letters has truly made her corre-
spondence pne Of the treasures of the Smathers Libraries.
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Clrristmms, 1943 - Being apart, boiby Muarjorle and Norton prepaned foe “Blue” Chiistmises. &s it terned out,
both had preity good duvs. Hereare shverpts form the letters heh weote on Chiristmas Eve

Fal, Morion Baskin
Amoricain Field Service
APCY 465 Pogtmaster
New Yopk ity 12724043
Dearest Marjiarie:

Xmas Eve — phooey—i{ ve never felt less like it dn my
{ife and shewldn 't e writine o betier in this mood but [ feel like
dulking. Tt fy ten fn the morming and except for an ket ar
warkitig on the car we live nothing to do untll after Xmas. Tiis
wasdkd be fing and finting if theve were anyvihing to do bui v if i
Wi would much rather be busy. At leagt the day might pass un
neticed Jf we were by but this way it ix brought into higher
foces wihien the the whole world & our of focus.

P o walking muass of revolt. Mind and wuesele, belly
and brisite all stand tn rebellion. My brain rebels against the
filienry — the waste and the horroer of war Agabist the yaobbivh.
neds and caste sitem i the milftary set-up, And agmingt amy-
thing thal separates peaple who shouldn 't be separated 'm
henedek anad 1 iniss vou terribly beconase 1 love pou 3o mucth, |
ke this was: my own choosing and am afracd that eiven e
chirice dgatn [ wouwld hove o choove the sgme cogrse hecause |
S0l hawve e same feelings and bellfs | hd when I fained, Maybe
intensified. But & gtill resent the ieceisity

Lrec. 24, 1943

Digrest:
thivk I have muffed my Chetionar, just by being afrald of u
tittle work, and it gerves me mght. The Lyons mighit nat have
been able b come, but T wish fo God P'd avked. [d g0 muoh
rather fefiere, and if i weren " thae Jean iy conniing on me for
holly and cream and butter for her party tomormw, d wire
that I am el upr with pabies. Yo and 1 certainlly share thie frodt
in commen, of never Anowing what we're goisg to wani fo do
until the moment comes. Today, it would seem like no more
weirk to couk all day than o seramble things together and drive
slowly acrogs the séate vo o place | don't want to go to!
Jolly little old Chrisimay present vesterday — the threat of an-
atfer twwsnis. A firm of Los Angeles lawvers wrote that g eliomt
of theiry fud owned @ per desr which died last vear and fo
1935 she had an artlcle ls sowe magazing ! never heard of,
and that there were xo many poinegs of imilarine they hod o
claim for dumages, infringement of copwioht, plagiariom, ew.
Al mry Fove
wiMurfare




