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John  D .  Pennekamp was a  p i o n e e r  i n  F l o r i d a  j o u r -  

n a l i s m ,  a s  e v i d e n c e d  by h i s  i l l u s t r . i o u s  f i f t y - t w o  y e a r  

c a r e e r  w i t h  t h e  Miami H e r a l d  wh ich  ended  J a n u a r y  1, 1 9 7 7 ,  

on h i s  e i g h t i e t h  b i r t h d a y .  

T h i s  t h e s i s  u n d e r t a k e s  t o  examine  two a s p e c t s  o f  

Pennekamp's  c a r e e r :  F i r s t ,  h i s  newspaper  p h i l o s o p h y ,  a s  
t 

d e f i n e d  by h i s  a c t i o n s  a s  a  newspaperman, and  s e c o n d ,  how 

t h a t  p h i l o s o p h y  l e d  t o  community i n v o l v e m e n t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  c o n s e r v a t i o n  and  h i s  ro le  i n  t h e  c r e a t i o n  

o f  t h e  E v e r g l a d e s  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  and  t h e  F l o r i d a  p a r k  s y s -  

t e m .  'The t h e s i s  a l s o  examines  t o  wha t  e x t e n t  h i s  i n f l u e n c e  

was f e l t  b o t h  on t h e  newspaper  and  i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  Miami. 

The s t u d y  i n d i c a t e s  Pennekamp 's  m o t i v a t i o n s  w e r e  

t h a t  o f  a  t h o r o u g h  newsman s e r v i n g  t h e  p u b l i c .  I n t e r v i e w s  

v  



and questionnaires show Pennekamp's achievements in estab- 

lishi,ng the Everglades National Park and the John Pennekamp 

Coral Reef State Park were monuments to his social respon- 

sibility. He was a self-described "conservationist by 

acclaim." 

The study also shows while Pennekamp's influence 

in the community expanded, his influence within the Miami 

Herald organization declined. This occurred at the end of' 

the period encompassing the Supreme Court case of - Pennekamp 

v. Flori,da and the Miami-Dade County consolidation issue 

(from 1943 to 1958). 

At the close of a long career, Pennekamp has 

received the acclaim of his contemporaries as a dedicated 

and decisive professional-in journalism and in contribu- 

tions to Miami and the state of Florida. 


