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Abslracl of Thcsis Prcscnlcd k) the Gradualc School 
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of ~ h c  Rcquircmcnls for Lhc Dcgrcc of 
Maslcr of Arts in Mass Comtnunicalion 

AN EXPLORATORY CASE STUDY USING DOCUMENTED REPORTING 
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Chrislopticr S. Roush 

May 1990 

# 

Chairman: Lcotiilrd P. Tiplon 
Major Dcparlmctil: Journalistn and Communicalions 

Thc rcsca~rli uscd a casc study of Thc Miami Hcrald'~ slakcoul of Gary Hart's 

lownhousc as a dcvicc to scc how jotlrnalistn codcs could bc coniparcd lo documcnlcd 

pracliccs. Acccp~cd and u~litcccplcd practices for codc slalcmcnls wcrc dclcrmitied from 

joutnnlism ctliics 1~x1s as pi~rilniclcrs fijr  tic study. Tlic documctilcd pracliccs of Lhe 

rcporlcts wcrc lhcti comparcd lo llic i~pplicablc codc statcmctil in a maln'x lo dclcrminc 

whclhcr 1t1c pr;~cliccs in llic casc sludy followcd llic slalcmcnl, or wlieltier tnorc case 

sludics nccd lo Ilc applied lo dclcrminc wlicllicr llic codcs arc applicablc or nol. 

Thc llicsis rcvicwcd possiblc ccnsurc ptr)ccdurcs whcre lhc comparison 

mcrtlodology coulJ hc uscd. Aflcr rcvicwitig private, org;uiizational and public ccnsure, 

lhc lhcscs suggcsls Ihal a profcssiolial ruling hoard which would dccidc on code 

violations sccms pl:~usihlc. Bccnusc journalism codcs arc prcsenlly vague and nebulous, 



lhis board would look a1 cascs and dccidc, much in thc manner of this study, whcther the 

inlcnt of the codc was Lollowcd. 

'Ihc study found Lhal documcnlalion for tlic case study sclccted did not 

provide criougli iiilbrmalion for il uscrul comparison in most cascs. 

Rcco~ninciidalions for rurthcr ~cscarcli on journalism ethics codes include the 

sludy o f  liccnsirig of jounialists, furtlicr rnclliodology possibililics, quantilativc studies, 

and idctililicn~ion orspccific pracliccs vicwcd as ctliical or unclliical by praclilioners in 

lcrnis orone awn, such as privacy. 

Morc irnporlanlly, cascs heard by ~ h c  Nalional News Council, the Minnesola 
# 

News Council arid olhcr boards Lhal havc documcnlcd aclual pracliccs should also be 

coniparcd Lo ctxic slalciiicnls lo dctcnniric whclhcr Lhey can be applied. 
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