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The rescarch used a casc study of The Miami Herald's stakcout of Gary Hart's

townhouse as a device 10 sce how journalism codes could be compared 1o documented
practices. Accepled and unaceepted practices for code statements were determined from
joumalism cthics texts as parameters for the study. The documented practices of the
reporters were then compared Lo the applicable code statcment in a m.alrix (o dcterminc
whether the practices in the casc study followed the statement, or whether more case
studics ﬁccd Lo be applied to determine whether the codes arc applicable or not.

The thesis reviewed possible censure procedures where the comparison
mcthodology could be used. Alfter reviewing private, organizational and public censure,
the theses suggests that a professional ruling board which would decide on code

violations scems plausible. Because journalism codes are presently vague and nebulous,
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this board would look at cascs and decide, much in the manner of this study, whether the
intent of the code was followced.

The study found that documentation for the case study sclected did not
provide cnough information for a usclful comparison in most cascs.

Recommendations for further rescarch on journalism cthics codes include the
study of licensing of joumalists, further methodology possibilitics, quantitative studies,
and identification of specific practices viewed as cthical or uncthical by practitioners in
tcrms ol one arca, such as privacy.

Morc importanily, cascs hcard by the National News Council, the Minnesota
News Council and other boards that have d()cumcnlcd actual practices should also be

compared Lo code statements to determine whether they can be applicd.
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