
REPORTER SOCIALIZATION ON DAILY NEWSPAPERS IN FLORIDA 

X THESIS PRESEF?TED TO THE GRADUATE COUNCIL OF 
THE UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA 

IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE 
DEGREE OF MASTER OF ARTS 

UNIVERSITY OF FLORLDA 

1973 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ACKNOWLEDGMENTS ii 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  LIST OF TABLES v 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ABSTRACT vi 

CHAPTER 
I . INTRODUCTION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Statement of the Problem 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Purpose of the Study 12 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Related Studies 13 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  METHODOLOGY 20 

. . . . . . . .  Ass8mp tions 
Overview of Methodology . . .  
List Compilation . . . . .  
The Questionnaire . . . . .  
Personal Interviews . . . .  
Limitations of Methodology 
Presenting the Data . . . .  
Definitions . . . . . . . .  . 

I11 . ANAJJSIS OF DATA . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . .  Description of Survey Respondents 33 . . . . . . . . . . .  Description of Interview Respondents 35 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Interaction in the Newsroom 36 

Editorial Policy. Reporters. and the Newspaper Organi- . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  zation 61 
Reporter Attitudes and the Nature of the Job . . . . . . .  71 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Personal Changes 80 
Summary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  82 

IV . CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FUTURE STUDY . . . . . .  89 
. . . . . . . . . . . .  Recommendations for Future Studies 101 

APPENDIX 
A . LETTER TO THE EDITOR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  104 

LETTER TO THE REPORTER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  105 

iii 



C . THEQUESTIONNAIRE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 0 6  

D . INTERVIEW QUESTIONNAIRE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  111 

E . SURVEYRESULTS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 1 5  

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 2 1  

BIOGRAPHICALSKETCH . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  e l 2 5  



Abstract of Thesis Presented to the Graduate Council 
of the University of Florida in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements 

for the Degree of Master of Arts 

REPORTER SOCIALIZATION ON DAILY NEWSPAPERS IN FLORIDA 

BY 

Lawrence John O'Keefe 

December, 1973 

Chairman: John V. Webb 
Major Department: Journalism and Communications 

This study probes the newsroom processes by which the beat reporter 

on Florida daily newspapers becomes socialized into his role. The study 

analyzes the various. agents which heip to contribute to the reporter's 

training and understanding of his functions. 

The study entailed a survey of the city hall beat reporters at 

each of Florida's 51 daily newspapers. Interviews with a selected group 

of respondents were also conducted as part of the data gathering process. 

Analysis of data from both the inperviews and survey provides a 

description of the processes of interaction in the newsroom which help 

the reporter to learn his role and functions. 

The results of the study showed that, as a group, city hall beat 

reporters in this study were primarily influenced by their editors. 

Job experience and individual personal demands were also important factors 

in the socialization process. Education, the newspaper organization, 

reporting organizations, and peers were found to be much less impor- 

tant influences. 
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