
AN ANALYSIS OF  FLORIDA LAND BOOM 
CONTENT IN TWO MIAMI DAILY 

NEWSPAPERS FROM 1924 
THROUGH 1926 

BY 

DENNIS WILLARD J E F F E R S  

A THESIS PRESENTED TO THE GRADUATE COUNCIL OF 

THE UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA 

IN PARTLU FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE 

DEGREE OF MASTER OF ARTS IN JOURNALISM AND COMMUNICATIONS 

UNIVERSITY O F  F L O R I D A  

1968 



The 2i.s;axi.zsf D s s c r i p t i o n  of  t h e  F l o r i d a  Land Boom . . .  5 
Zcaaaxic  S t ~ ~ i s ~ i c s  of t k s  3 : o r i ~ a  Land Boom . . . . . . .  16 
I l ozLda  Kewspzpe~s  and zhs  Land 3oon . . . . . . . . . . .  36 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Stztercn> of t h e  2zob l en  4 C  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .-i j ~ ? a t ? ~ e s e s  42 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  C$es>iozs To 3s >.nswezea 43 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Co-:en= Az;lysls 43 

Z l x l t a z i o c s  45 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  F r e i i n i c a r y  Analyses  47 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Sa;r.pli,n.-. o ; ? r ace lu r e  L;9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ~ 3 1  e i r ~ n t  Cai;ei1t 5 1  
n 7  i n s  Col ing  I z s t r u c t i o . ~ ~  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  54 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Dzca C o l l e c t i o n  F o r n  6 0  
" . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 ~ 5 u l a t i o n  2nd P ~ e s e r ~ t a t l o a  52 

. . . . . . . . . .  V a l i d i t y  zrAZ S e l l a b i i i t y  . . . . .  . .  63 

F i r s t  S j j po tke s i s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  65 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Second 1.2ypothesis 69  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Thi rd  Hypothes i s  92 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  STJ:~SGA3Y AND CSSCL'iTSIOSS 

C,.--zy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ......... y of F'erfcrmzr. c e  1G5 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Co~..cl~sLons. 108 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  S z g g e s t i o ~ ~ s  f o r  F u r t h e r  Szxdy 110 



LIST OF TABLES 

Page 

T o t a l s  of A l l  I tems of Relevant  Content by Month and Year . 67 

Percentages of A l l  I tems of Relevant  Content by Month and 
Y e a r . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68 

Tota l s  of S t o r i e s  About Cons t ruc t ion  of Commercial 
Proper ty  by Month and Year.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70 

T o t a l s  of S t o r i e s  About Pub l i c  Works and U t i l i t i e s  by 
Nonth and Year. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71 

T o t a l s  of S t o r i e s  About Real  E s t a t e  S a l e s  and Trans- 
a c t i o n s  by Month and year  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 2  

Tocals  of S t o r i e s  About Subdiv is ion  and Land Development 
Companies byMonth and Year . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 73 

T o t a l s  of S t o r i e s  R e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  Growth of t h e  Grea ter  
Miami Area by Month and Year.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74 

T o t a l s  of S t o r i e s  About Real  E s t a t e  F a c i l i t i e s  and 
companies by Month and Year . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75 

T o t a l s  of S t o r i e s  About Cons t ruc t ion  of R e s i d e n t i a l  
Proper ty  by Month and Year.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76 

T o t a l s  of S t o r i e s  About t h e  Development of Publ ic  
F a c i l i t i e s  by Month and Year.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 77 

T o t a l s  of S t o r i e s  i n  t h e  "Other" Category by Month and Year 78 

T o t a l s  of Paragraphs of A l l  Relevant  Content by Month 
and Year. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 1  

Percentages of Paragraphs of A l l  Relevant  Content by 
M o n t h a n d y e a r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  82 

T o t a l s  of Paragraphs of S t o r i e s  About Real  E s t a t e  S a l e s  
and Transac t ions  by Month and Year. . . . . . . . . . . . . 83 

Tota l s  of Paragraphs of S t o r i e s  About Publ ic  Works and 
U t i l i t i e s  by Konth and Year . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 84 

T o t a l s  of Paragraphs of S t o r i e s  About Cons t ruc t ion  of  
Commercial Proper ty  by Month and Year . . . . . . . . . . . 85 



LIST OF TABLES (Continued) 

Page 

17 T o t a l s  of Paragraphs of S t o r i e s  Re la t ing  t o  t h e  Growth . . . . . . . .  of t h c  Grea te r  M i a m i  Area by Month and Year 66 

18 T o t a l s  of Paragraphs of S t o r i e s  About Subdiv is ion  knd . . . . . . .  Land Development Companies by Month and Year. 87 

19 T o t a l s  of Paragraphs of S t o r i e s  About t h e  Development . . . . . . . . . .  of Pub l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  by Month and Year.  88 

t 

i 20 T o t a l s  of Paragraphs of S t o r i e s  About Real E s t a t e  . . . . . . . .  I F a c i l i t i e s  and Companies by Month and Year 89 

I 
1 2 1 T o t a l s  of Paragraphs of S t o r i e s  About Cons t ruc t ion  of . . . . . . . . . .  i R e s i d e n t i a l  Proper ty  by Month and Year. 90 
1 
1 22 T o t a l s  of Paragraphs of S t o r i e s  i n  t h e  "Other" Category 

b y M o n t h a n d Y e a r  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  91 
i 

i 23 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  D i s t r i b u t i o n  of A l l  I tems of Relevant Content C l a s s i f i e d  
b y D i r e c t i o n a n d M o n t h  94 

24 D i s t r i b u t i o n  of S t o r i e s  About Cons t ruc t ion  of Commercial . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Proper ty  by D i r e c t i o n  and Month 95 

25 D i s t r i b u t i o n  of S t o r i e s  About Publ ic  Works and U t i l i t i e s  
by D i r e c t i o n  and Month . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  96 

26 D i s t r i b u t i o n  of S t o r i e s  About Real  E s t a t e  S a l e s  and 
Transac t ions  by Di rec t ion  and Month . . . . . . . . . . . .  97 

27 D i s t r i b u t i o n  of S t o r i e s  About Subdiv is ion  and Land . . . . . . .  Development Companies by D i r e c t i o n  and Month. 98 

2  8  D i s t r i b u t i o n  of  S t o r i e s  Re la t ing  t o  t h e  Growth of t h e  
Grea ter  M i a m i  Area by Di rec t ion  and Month . . . . . . . . .  99 

\ 

1 2 9  D i s t r i b u t i o n  of S t o r i e s  About Cons t ruc t ion  of R e s i d e n t i a l  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Proper ty  by D i r e c t i o n  and Month 100 

3 0 D i s t r i b u t i o n  of S t o r i e s  About t h e  Development of Pub l i c  
F a c i l i t i e s  by D i r e c t i o n  and Month . . . . . . . . . . . . .  101 

3 1 D i s t r i b u t i o n  of S t o r i e s  About Real  E s t a t e  F a c i l i t i e s  and 
Conpanies by D i r e c t i o n  and Month. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  102 

! 
3 2 D i s t r i b u t i o n  of S t o r i e s  i n  t h e  "Other" Category by 

I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Direc t ion  and Month 103 



LIST OF FIGUWS 

F i g u r e  Page 

1 S e l e c t e d  S e r i e s  o f  O p e r a t i n g  S t a t i s t i c s  f o r  t h e  
F l o r i d a  E a s t  Coas t  Rai lway.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  18  

2 C l e a r i n g  House Exchanges.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  21 
I 

3 Loans and D e p o s i t s  of  N a t i o n a l  Banks i n  F l o r i d a  . . . . . .  22 

Passenger  Ea rn ings  of t h e  F l o r i d a  E a s t  Coas t  Railway. . . .  23 

F r e i g h t  Ea rn ings  of  t h e  F l o r i d a  E a s t  Coas t  Railway. . . . .  24 

Passenger  Ea rn ings  of  t h e  F l o r i d a  E a s t  Coas t  Railway, . . . . . . . . . . . .  Adjus ted  f o r  t h e  S e a s o n a l  V a r i a t i o n  26 

F r e i g h t  Ea rn ings  of  t h e  F l o r i d a  E a s t  Coas t  Railway, 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Adjus t ed  f o r  S e a s o n a l  V a r i a t i o n  27 

Number of R s a l  E s t a t e  T r a n s f e r s  and Conveyances i n  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Miami, F l o r i d a .  28 

Kurnbsr of  Rea l  E s t a t e  T r a n s f e r s  and Conveyances i n  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Orlando, F l o r i d a .  30 

Number of Rea l  E s t a t e  T r a n s f e r s  and Conveyances i n  
J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  F l o r i d a  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 2  

Value  of B u i l d i n g  P e r m i t s  i n  S e l e c t e d  Ci t ies  i n  F l o r i d a ;  
Bimonthly Averages of A c t u a l  I t ems .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  34 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Data C o l l e c t i o n  Form. 6 1  


