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Master of A r t s  i n  Journalism and Communications 

THE FXERICAN EAGLE: 
A UNIQUE FLORTDA TsTEEKLY NEWSPAPER 

Kenneth Edwin Anderson 

August, 19 70 

Chairman: D r .  Harry H .  Griqgs 
Major Department: College of Journalism and Communications 

Jus t .  p r i o r  t o  the turn of the century there  appeared on the lower 

West Coast of Flor ida a group 05 pioneers who intended t o  found a Utopim 

community based on a "rel igious and f r a t e r n a l  commonwealth." These 

peop1.e--The Koreshan Unity--in 1906 founded a weekly, secular ,  p o l i t i c a l  

newspaper of the highest  qua l i ty ,  which through the years has rendered 

great service  t o  the  people of the S ta te  of Florida by defending t h e i r  

c ivi l  l i b e r t i e s  and recording i n  a s c i e n t i f i c  fashion the agr icu l tura l  

and ho r t i cu l tu ra l  po ten t ia l  of the s t a t e .  

There have been four eras i n  the  h i s to ry  of The American Eagle-- 

po l i t i ca l ,  agr icu l tura l ,  ho r t i cu l tu ra l  and the  conservation of na tura l  

resources. During these periods the  Eagle enjoyed the services of three 

competent, imaginative, and innovative ed i to r s ,  aided by the external 

influence of world-renowned s c i e n t i s t .  The author 's  study of the 

/ i 
half-century1 h is tory  of The American Eagle shows t h a t  t h i s  paper has 

/ 

made v a l u d l e  and concrete contributions t o  the  h i s tory  of Florida and 

is worthy of being recorded as p a r t  of the histoxy of journalism i n  t h i s  

State. 
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