National Science Foundation (NSF) 

Doctoral Dissertation Improvement Grants – 
Biological Sciences (DEB/Division of Environmental Biology) and 
Animal Behavioral Sciences (IOS/Division of Integrated Organismal Systems) 
How to Apply Checklist
11/19/10 Deadline
NSF Program Description: http://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=5234
NSF Program Solicitation:  http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2008/nsf08564/nsf08564.pdf
How to Apply (read after individual program guidelines above):

http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2006/nsf06605/nsf06605.htm 
Practice using Fastlane uploading application system – click “Demo System” https://www.fldemo.nsf.gov/jsp/homepage/proposals.jsp
Maximum award: $15,000

Eligible Disciplines: Division of Environmental Biology (DEB) or animal behavior supported by the Behavioral Systems Cluster in the Division of Integrative Organismal Systems (IOS)

General information
· Funds are exclusively for necessary expenses incurred in actual conduct of the dissertation research.

· No funds for stipends, tuition, textbooks, journals, typing, reproduction or publication costs of the students’ dissertation.

· Although stipends are not permitted, an allowance for expenses during traveling time away from the student’s academic institution may be allowed.

· Funds may be requested for research assistants only in special circumstances, which should be carefully justified. Check program specific guidelines.

· Contact designated program officer.
UF Division of Sponsored Research assistance - (Linda Isaacs @ 392-9267)
	Activity
	Notes

	NSF registration for FastLane PI/Co-PI account - http://apps.research.ufl.edu/research/fastlane/register.cfm 
	

	One form per person listed in the budget http://www.research.ufl.edu/research/pdf/coiform.pdf 
	

	DSR-1 form http://www.research.ufl.edu/research/pdf/dsr1.pdf
	

	I.  Cover Sheet (NSF – 08-564)
· Title must begin with: Doctoral Dissertation Research….

· Primary dissertation advisor: “PI/PD”

· Student: “CO-PI/PD”
	last

	II.  Project Summary (1-page limit) 11pt Arial/Times New Roman, 1” margins; no headers or footers
Must address intellectual merit and broader impacts components of work
	last

	II.  Project Description (8 page limit including charts, graphs, illustrations; 11pt Arial/Times New Roman, 1” margins; no headers or footers; use jpeg files to imbed charts or graphs or illustrations)
KEY:  Be explicit in showing how the general theory explains the local situation, and in showing how the new knowledge from the local situation will advance the theory.
Sample questions to develop narrative:

· What is the research problem, specific aims, expectations, propositions or hypothesis?

· What is the scientific significance of the work and what are the results of the literature review?

· What’s the relationship of the proposed project to other current research?

· What’s the research plan/design of the project? (include overview of design related to the theory, research site or source of data, references/citations,) Section should detail methods, and why these relate to theory and setting.
· What are plans for data analysis?
· What’s the progress to date in terms of the student’s research already underway?

· Include a Research Schedule indicating date funds are required (Results from Prior NSF Support” section is not required)
· Sampling should be explicitly justified by discussing how data will generalize to a relevant population or theory.  

· Justify each method in terms of its research aims.

· If there are weaknesses in design or analytical strategy, recognize them and explain why the resulting product will nonetheless be of value.

· Include info detailing “research competence of the student”
· Intellectual Merit 

· How important is the proposed activity to advancing knowledge and understanding within its own field or across different fields? 

· How well qualified is the proposer (individual or team) to conduct the project? (If appropriate, the reviewer will comment on the quality of prior work.) 

· To what extent does the proposed activity suggest and explore creative, original, or potentially transformative concepts? 

· How well conceived and organized is the proposed activity? 

· Is there sufficient access to resources?

· Broader Impacts* – Activities and projects that: 

· How well does the activity advance discovery and understanding while promoting teaching, training, and learning? 

· How well does the proposed activity broaden the participation of underrepresented groups (e.g., gender, ethnicity, disability, geographic, etc.)? 

· To what extent will it enhance the infrastructure for research and education, such as facilities, instrumentation, networks, and partnerships? 

· Will the results be disseminated broadly to enhance scientific and technological understanding? 

· What may be the benefits of the proposed activity to society?
	

	III. Table of Contents (automatically generates pages after loading)
	

	IV. References: Only references cited should be included. This section is separate from project description. Although there is no page limit, you cannot use it to provide parenthetical information that didn’t fit in project description section. Use APA format.
	

	V. Biographical Sketches (do not exceed 2 pages for each bio-sketch, 11 pt font, 1” margins)
See GPG chapter 2 for strict bio-sketch guidelines
One bio sketch for student

One bio sketch for advisor
	

	VI. Budget

· Enter this in the FastLane format and create a budget justification explaining why and how requested funds are supplemental to funding from UF or other sources.

· (Do not enter any data in “NSF Funded Person-months” as this is not allowed)

· Each program area has its unique funding request limits.

· No funding for salaries or stipends for graduate student or advisor

· Include total expenses for Domestic Travel (including Canada, Mexico, and US)

· Include total expenses for Foreign Travel
	

	VII. Budget Justification (up to 3 pages)

Why is NSF funding necessary for each budget item requested? 

Why isn’t funding available to cover this cost from other sources?
	

	VIII. Current, pending and planned in next 6 months NSF support forms should be submitted for both PI (advisor) and Co-PI (student)
Specify months and years committed to NSF projects
	

	IX. Facilities, Equipment and Other Resources form
Fill in the form specifying all necessary resources and specify where you will have access to these resources (demonstrates infrastructure support, some boilerplate info available through your dept., specify facilities/resources outside of UF if applicable, e.g. laptops, recording equipment)
	

	X. Special Information and Supplementary Documentation: 

Supplementary Docs form

Create PDF files for all supplementary documents listed below and merge them into ONE PDF file for uploading:

1) Letter:  YOU MUST INCLUDE A LETTER WITH THIS STATEMENT: “THIS STUDENT HAS ADVANCED TO CANDIDACY FOR A Ph.D. DEGREE.” This statement must be signed and dated by the department chairperson, graduate dean or similar administration official.

Statement 

2) Context for Improvement PDF (1-page only) document: Description of the research in the context of the student’s full Ph.D. project, and should detail how the NSF funding will substantially improve the project. Also, include an explanation of the relation of the student’s work to that of the advisor, including an explanation of how the funding requested for the proposed work will depart from the advisor’s own research.

3) Letters of commitment, collaboration, or agreement to provide access to facilities, resources, or other requirements for the research.
	

	NOTE: Do not include general letters of recommendation in supplementary docs for this proposal. Do not attach appendices unless you have received permission from the NSF program director.  Letters testifying to local institutional sponsorship need not be appended but definitely should be cited in the proposal.
	

	Provide SRO (Sponsored Research Office) access: to get in the submission queue select the option: “view, edit, and submit”
	

	Examples of Broader Impacts Activities:  http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2002/nsf022/bicexamples.pdf
	


