Year End Report 2008-2009


The following is a summary of the activities of the Professional Development Travel Committee for the year ending June 30, 2009.
 
From our FY08-09 budget of $50,000, we spent approximately $48,500.  The final exact figures will only be available once the last of the July 2009 travelers have submitted receipts and been reimbursed.  

Unfortunately, it was not possible to spend every last penny, because we only became aware of some cancellations after it was too late to reallocate the funds.   

There were 26 cancellations, and 101 trips that were actually made.  This works out to an average allocation of about $480 per trip made.   
 
The criteria used for funding was basically as follows:  
· $500 for travelers attending meetings of national organizations where they had "program or service responsibilities," meaning presenting research or holding office.  Tenure-track faculty before the third-year review was not expected to have those responsibilities to get this amount.  
· All others attending such meetings without such responsibilities received $350.    
· For meetings of Florida organizations, the amount was $250 (with program or service responsibilities) or $150 (without).  
· For very expensive registration fees (>$300) or for international travel, an extra $100 was awarded.  
· Initially, we only funded two trips per person, although as funds were returned, we were able to reallocate them towards new requests.  Please note that next year's committee is not bound by these criteria.
 
Approximately $20,000 was transferred from FY08-09 to FY09-10 to cover travel during the month of July 2009.  This was done for accounting purposes, mainly to cover travel to the ALA Annual meeting in Chicago.  It doesn't reflect any actual increase in funding for FY09-10 (in fact, the committee's new budget has been decreased to $45,000).    We hope that when the budget situation improves, the budget can be increased.
 
Two of our members, Priscilla Williams and Paul Losch, completed their terms of service on the committee during this year.
 
Respectfully Submitted,
Paul Losch
Chair (2008-2009)


