-----Original Message-----

From: Paul Losch 

Sent: Wednesday, June 11, 2008 7:18 PM

To: Judith Russell

Cc: Vernon Kisling

Subject: Professional Development Travel Committee report

Dear Judy and Vernon,

Please accept this as the report of the Professional Development Travel Committee at the end of Fiscal Year 2007-2008.  

With our budget, we have been able to assist library faculty and staff with funding to make approximately 120 trips to professional development conferences, partially broken down as follows: 

-American Library Assn. Annual (upcoming) 33

-American Library Assn. Midwinter 30

-Florida Library Assn. 14

-Charleston Conference on Acquisitions 7

-Special Libraries Assn. 4

-Society of American Archivists 3

-Society of Florida Archivists 3

-The remaining two dozen funded trips were to specialized meetings where UF was represented by only one or two individuals.

As in past years, there were a number of travelers who requested funds they ultimately didn't use.  Most people were conscientious about letting us know as soon as they had decided not to attend a conference, so in most of the thirty  cases, we were able to reallocate the funds.  By reallocating returned funds, we were able to allow some individuals (mostly new tenure-track librarians) to attend additional conferences, and in this way, we were able to spend nearly the entire $50,000 originally allocated to our committee.  

For various reasons, some additional funds were transferred into our account during the course of the year (around $1200).  Due to some late returns that could not be reallocated to other travelers, we will be left with approximately $1500 in our account, having spent $49,700.  We regret having to return even this amount, but we have followed careful criteria for our allocations all year, and did not break from this simply to spend the balance down.

As we are sure you are aware, travel costs continue to increase and faculty and staff regularly pay a good deal out of their own pockets to attend these meetings.  This probably explains, in part, why 12 people decided not to attend the ALA Annual Conference in Anaheim this month, even with an allocation of $480 per person from the committee.  We strongly hope that the budget will allow for comparable funding, if not greater, in the coming year.  The committee recommends that, as the budget situation eventually improves, funding levels for professional development travel be increased.  Aside from rising fuel costs, many people from the Libraries now attend conferences in the Information Technology field, and these are often more expensive than traditional library association meetings.

PLEASE NOTE that positions will need to be filled on the committee for 2008-2009. Colleen Seale and Raimonda Margjoni are due to rotate off this year, and Pam Cenzer is retiring.  Priscilla Williams and Paul Losch are due to remain on the committee for one more year and Adrian Zeck for two more years.   This means there are two faculty member vacancies and one staff member vacancy.  We know that the Library Faculty Assembly is interested in having a role in choosing the faculty members of the committee.  We would ask that elections/appointments be made promptly, so that our committee can begin its work early in the fiscal year. 

We, as a committee, would like to especially thank Cindy McLean from the Business Office, who attended our meetings on an ex-officio basis, kept a running tally of our allocations and coordinated with departmental travel administrators.  Good record-keeping and communication allowed us to reallocate money as it was returned, and use our limited resources as efficiently as possible.

Respectfully submitted,

Paul Losch

Chair, Professional Development Travel Committee (2007-2008)

